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Ratan a saint. But it contains an unmistakable reference to an historical event,
viz, the conquest of the Fort of T abarhind by Muhammad Ibn Sam, better
known as Shihabuddin Ghori, an event described by contemporary authors
such as Minhajud-din in his Tabagat-i-Nasiri® which took place in 587 H.
Now Tabarhind is the ancient name of Bhatinda™, and we shall see later on
that according to other accounts also Baba Ratan lived at Tarbinda
(Tabarhind). If Cunningham's short version is lacking in the miraculous,®
this cannot be said of a more detailed form of the popular version of the
legend stil] current at the shrine of Bhatinda, which came to my knowledge in
1911. Baba Ratan-so the story goes-belonged 1o the class of Chauhan Rajputs.
His knowledge of astrology told him that a prophet called Muhammad would
be born in Arabiz, who would spread the religion of Istam. In order to ‘be
favoured with the sight of the Prophet he practised the art of restraining the
breath, and after the Prophet had performed the miracle of splitting the moon
in two, a miracle witnessed by Ratan,® he set out to Arabia in order to meet
him. In Mecca he embraced Islam and lived with the Prophet for thirty years,
so that he was numbered among his " ashab " or companions. Later on he
returned to India by order of the Prophet and stayed at the place where his
shrine is now and devoted himself further to the practice of restraining his
breath. When Shihabuddin Ghori proceeded towards Bhatinda to fight Prithivi
Raj , he went to pay a visit to the Hajji. During this visit the King asked for
some water to drink ; the saint had only a jug of water with him, but by
putting his hand into it, was able to quench the thirst of the King and all his
followers, without the water in the Jug diminishing.™ When the King saw
that he was endowed with the power of working miracles, he asked him to
pray for the conquest of the fort of Bhatinda, whereupon the saint replied, tha-

the fort would be conguered by the help of two Sayyids, who belonged to his

—

|

VAL mA m I e Ak W T WL A e

-

shal an i e s,

[ -t

i

Lk it il

648 > lell

the confines of India over almost the whole territory of Istam.

Hajji Ratan's shrine is situated three miles from Bhatinda railway
station in the Govindgarh tahsil of Patiala State ; it is a large building in the
Pathan style with a mosque and a gateway and surrounded by a wall on all -
sides. On the back wall of the shrine a few inscriptions are visible, which
however are of no particular importance. The earliest of them is dated 1005 H.
and they all refer to repairs made in the shrine. The annual fair { ‘urs} is held
from the 7th 10 the 10th Dhul-Hijja and is attended by both Hindus and
Muhammadans from Firozpur, Alwar, Rawalpindi and Bikaner. Amongst the
visitors there is also a targe sprinkling of Sadhus. A number of documents are
preserved at the shrine, which throw some light on its later history and will be
dealt with further on. They do not teach us anything about Hajji Ratan
himself, for whose legend we have to rely on the accounts that are still current
with the people at Bhatinda and other places ; but apart from these there is
also a literary tradition extant, that can be gathered from various Arabic,
Persian and even Turkish sources. We have a Muhammadan as well as a
Hindu version of his story, and both these are also represented in the literary
traditton. The earliest version accessible to us of the legend as told locally is
the one recorded by General Cunningham in 18832, According to this
version Ratan's name was originally Chaukar, which he changed into the one
by which he is now known at the time of his conversion to Islam. This
happened at the time of Shihabuddin Ghori's invasion, at which he as the
minister of Raja Vena Pal connived, rendering the Moslems every assistance
in their eniry into the fort and putting his master with his family to the sword.
fie afterwards periormed the pilgrimage to Mecca and was henceforth called
tajji Ratan. The story as told by Cunningham does not include any

miraculous element, and there is little in it which would justify calling Hajji
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Bhatinda. Hajji Rattan, it asserts, was really a Hindu whose name was Ratan
Nath. He was a Sadhu of the Nath clan and the Darshana branch,(g) who had
the power of performing miracles. He had travelled to many places and had
even visited the Ka'ba where no Hindu is admitted. In Mecca Ratan Nath
manifested his miraculous powers and thus gained the respect and confidence
of the Muhammadans. He then came to Bhatinda and stayed at the place
where his tomb is now, for the rest of his life. When Mahmud of Ghazna came
to Bhatinda, he managed to provide drinking water for the whole of his army
from his runbi. As he was a Nath he was buried after he had died and his
samadh was built. Both Hindus and Muhammadans had faith in his
superhuman powers, and the latter replaced the samadh by a khangah and
instead of calling him Nath called him Hajji because he had been to Mecca.

This Hindu version agrees with the Muhammadan in so far as it makes
the saint visit Mecca and also makes him perform the water-miracle, which
however took place in Mahmud's, not in Shihabuddin’s time. It maintains that
nie remained a Hindu and knows nothing of his meeting the Prophet.

All.these versions, both Hindu and Muhammadan, come from
Bhatinda, but Baba Ratan's fame is not confined to the place in which he is
buried. That he is oot a stranger in Punjabi folklore outside Bhatinda we see
from the very remarkable part he plays in the legend of Guga, of which Sir
Richard Temple has published a very interesting version.'® The passage to
which I refer occurs towards the end of the story. Two cousins of Guga try to
kill him in the forest, but he is invulnerable and kills them both. He then
brings the two heads to his mother Queen Bachhal, and here my quotation
from the published text begins :

Guga ---" Look at it, recognize it, mother mine, and delay not ;

I'stand before thee with joined hands, receive my greeting." She saw it
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army. The sign by which he would be able to recognize them would be that
the storm that would throw down all the other tents in the camp would not
hurt their tents, in which they would be found reading the Quran. When the
King had found the two Sayyids, they declared themselves ready to' undertake
the task in which however, they foretold, they would lose their lives. The fort
was conquered and the two Sayyids fell as martyrs ; their tombs are to be
found to the north of Baba Ratan's shrine. Ratan himself died not much later at

the age of seven hundred years.®

This version of the legend then agrees with the one quoted before, that
Baba Ratan was instrumental in bringing about the fall of the fort. He is
however not the minister of the King, but a Muhammadan saint and therefore
a natural ally of the Muhammadan invader. The stain of treachery towards his
master is thus removed from him, and if we could be sure about the
chronological order of the two versions, we should be inclined to say that this
change was due to a higher moral conception of sanctity. The episode of the
two Sayyids looks very much like an etiological element, invented in order to
explain the origin of the two tombs, of whose real history nothing was
remembered.

A third version, also received from Bhatinda, Iooks in some respects -
like an attempt to reconcile the two versions quoted: according to it Baba
Ratan " came from Medina to Bhatinda in 668 Samvat which corresponds to
24 A H. and became the prime minister of Raja Vena Pal; later on he turned a
Fagir and went to Mecca on pilgrimage.” Here Raja Vena Pal, who ip the first
version is defeated by Shihabuddin Ghori, turns out to be a contemporary of
the Prophet, or at least is supposed to have lived not much later than the

Prophet.

Very different from this sounds the Hindu version, also still current at
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ourn for these twins so mayest thou know sorrow ? ' My mother cu o
Astm g and began to weep as soon as she recognized it.

me, who shall put it aside ? "

In her grief she fell on the ground, nor did any life remain in her body.

i
her Earth:-" My son, go quickly : I have shown thee. Go now, m . )
Mother Ear y son. goq Y d H Nor did any life remain in her body.
hip in Ajmere. My son, go now and worship, make no delays. § o
son, and worship in Ajme y som. & P Y ; Queen Bachhal :---" Ah, my son , what wickedness have you done ?
int) is as full of honour as Khwaja Khizar : go to him. Say nothin i ) .
He (the saint) is as full of honou ! 8 Y 8 : Why did you stretch your hands to slay a wreched sinner ?
false) with thy lips : tell him the whole tale. Thy hope will be fulfilled ; repeat ! . .
(false) with thy lip Y0P P 1 Such a crime as you have committed my ¢yes cannot bear !
the creed and come.” i o
: i See me no more, nor let me see you again.
:-" O mother, thy true words have entered into my heart. I will i
Gugla 0 Y y H Guga:-"O mother, I tell thee, know the truth in thy heart!
in a minute : the fears of my heart have departed. T will make ready to i
gomow In a min Y P z Thou spakest the word: it goes not back; we are the sport of the Guru.
£ tonce. I will go onwards to Ajmere and my hope will be fulfilled.” i
E: goatonce e J ¥ hop ; We are the sport of the Guru, mother; thou hast spoken the word.
% Wher he saw Ratan Hajji and Khwaja Khizar he stood before them : . L ) )
é_i ! : i Know me for a Rajput warrior, it is law to me. Bhagwan is my witness
il with joint hands and said ; T ) ) . L ) i
g 1 : that I will never see thee again. May I live seven lives in hell if I disobey the
: " H e my words. Many days have [ waited to see you. Teach me i
@ ear ye my y &y Y ; command of my father- and mother !
; h ed | Alas ! my mother's words have slain me." i S )
fed the cre 5 my 1 With joined hands | pray thee, O mother Earth! Take me into thyself,
- Ratan Hojji ;-" My friend, who art thou ? Why is thy mind upset? 2 o
‘g : aran Hagjt Y y Y P : or else I will kilt myself now! Or else T will take my own life now. I have no
= What is thy name ? Tell me the truth.” .
% hats thy name ? Tell me ru : friend in the world. I bescech thee, for death hath encompassed me. Delay not,
Song :- Tell me the truth, friend; i , .
,_ ong - feli me the tra en ~ but take me to-day. I have thrice vowed that I will see my mother no'more. If
Why dost make such delay ? i ,
E y y ‘ thou will take the curse on thee, I will go whither thou sendest me. Tell it me
"3 What is thy name and caste ? '
& atis thy : | and I will fetch and bring it thee.”
k3 What misfortune hath encompassed thee ? 1
gj P ; Mother Earth:-" Ay, my son, I tell thee how is it that thou dost not
know ? Musalmans are buried below, Hindus go to the pyre;, my son, [ tel]
NOTES =
- _ o ) thee. Go to Ratan Hajji and leamn the Musalman's creed. When thou hast done
(L)Twa very excellent monographs have lately been published on Christian hagiology, i
the one by Pére Dielchaye, Les fégends hagiographiques, 2nd edition, Brussels, 1946}, the other by . this T wili take thee to myself. Siriyal, Raja Sanja's child (the mother of the

Professor Guenter (Die Christliche Legende des Abendlandes, Heidelberg, 1910) both of which

contain also frequent references 1o legends of other religions, but curiously enough no reference has

e

two killed) will curse me."

Lo -
becn made in any of them to Muhammadan hagiology, a subject which has received a masterly Guga : -" My mother spoke most wicked words to me! How can I tell
treatment at the hands of Professor Goldziher in the sccond volume of his Muhammedanische

them thee ? Hear, mother Earth! Hear, mother Earth, why dost thou always put
Studien (pp. 275-378).

me off! She said : The curse of Guru Gorak Nath be upon thee if thou return!
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THE PURPOSE OF THE FELLOWSHIP

When asked What is this Fellowship, Bawa Muharyaddeen answered:

"God has given His kingdom to all His creations, so that each can live
in freedom. Al the animals in the jungle, all the creations in the ocean, and all
the birds in the sky live in freedom. The sun, the riloon, and the stars live in
freedom where they are positioned. Man alone lives having lost his freedom
because of his selfishness, his desires, his greed; his arrogance, and his pride;
because of his trickery and treachery; and because of the separation of 'you'
and T\ .

To man who has lost his freedom the Fellowship says, "All other lives
live in freedom. O man, why not you? Why do you seize the freedom of other
lives? God has given you a kingdom of freedom. Realize this, O man. Give up
your selfishness. Give up your Jjealousy. Give up your ignorance. Imbibe
wisdom and live like 2 true human being so that all mankind can live as one
life. Then this place in which we live can be changed into heaven, into the
kingdom of God. Mankind should resolve to live in this state."

The Fellowship says,

"Act with the qualities of God, and live in the state of God's
peacefulness. Show the compassion of God to all lives, so that all lives can
live in freedom and unity. We must all live in the state of love, compasston
freedom and equality, regarding ali lives as one life."

"0 man, you have been born beautiful. God has given you a beautiful
heart. God has given you a connection to Him. Your life is within Him, and
He lives within you as your life. Your secret is within God and God's secret is
within you, O man."

“To ali lives you should be a representative, a king, and a friend. God

has given you abilities by which you can protect others. O man, having
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then branches have spread throughout the United States and Canada, as well

as in Sri Lanka, Australia and the U.K.

Further Information:

What is the Purpose of the Fellowship?

History
The Founder

Come for a Visit

Schedule of Activities

Fellowship Calendar of Events

Online Membership Form

®

o

o

[ ] Branches Around the World
@

®

®

®

Fellowship Website E-mail Newsietter

® Fellowship Guestbook

The Fellowship serves as a ‘pond” where individuals can gather to
contemplate the truth and unity of God. Outwardly, this is done by studying
the teachings and cxample of M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen through the
countless hours of Audio and video cassettes of his discourses, many of which
have also been compiled into books. Inwardly, this is done by slowly
cleansing oneself through prayer and by bringing these teachings into one's

daily actions.

For more information about these ard other activities emuil. write ar call:

The Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Feliowship
5820 Overbrook Avenue Philadeiphia, PA 1913]-] 221, USA

Phone: 215-879-6300 (24 hour answering machine)
Fax: 215.879-6307
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New Zealand and the U.K. Please call (1-888-786-1786) or e-mail

info@bmf.org for specific addresses and meeting schedule information.
Weekly Fellowship and Sufi Stady Circle meetings are held in:

Boston, MA

Des Moines, 1A

Detroit, M1

Toronto, Canada

New York City, NY

Stamford, CT

Unionville, PA

Washington, DC
Monthly meetings are held in:
] Berkeley, CA

® Sacramento; CA

® Madison, WI

® London, England

® Colombo, Sri Lanka

Other meetings and events are conducted periodically in various

locations.

Editor's Introduction
Muhammad Raheem Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, may Allah be pleased with
him, was an Islamic Sufi from Sri Lanka who dedicated much of his lifetime
to instructing people on the true meaning of Islam and the path of Sufism.
Though he himself was unlettered, the depth of his understanding of the

Qur'an and the traditional stories of Islam has been recognized by Muslim

scholars throughout the world.
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For fifteen years, M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen authored over twenty
books and the Fellowship he founded recorded thousands of hours of audig
and video discourses. The Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship now serves as a

thriving community dedicated to studying and disseminating the vast treasury

of his teachings. You are warmly invited to attend meetings at the central
branch in Philadelphia on Sundays at 10 a. m. , or call 215-879-6300 for
details on branch meetings nearest you.

The name Muhaiyaddeen literally means 'the giver of life to the true
belief." And indeed Bawa Muhaiyaddeen did spend his life awakening and
strengthening faith in God within people’'s hearts. Though he was an
unlettered man, he was able to guide and inspire people from all walks of life.

Many scholars and leaders from the Islamic, Judaic, Christian, Hindu and

communities considered him to be a true saint.

FELLOWSHIP BRANCHES

Established by the Sufi Saint Muhammad Raheem Bawa
Muhaiyaddeen in 1971, the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship Center is located
at 5820 Overbrook Avenue in Phitadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Mosque which
was built in 1984 is also located on the property.

® Public meetings, study sessions, classes, five-times prayer
{salat) and Remembrance of God (dhikr) are conducted on a regular schedule
here throughout each week,

L The resting place of M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, may God be
pleased with him, is located in the countryside near Philadelphia. It is
enclosed in a Mazar or shrine which receives thousands of pilgrims from all
over the world each year.

Branches of the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship are located

throughout the United States and Canada, as well as in Sri Lanka, Australia,

















