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been inconsistent wirh their theological ieachings and concepfions. And if the
new religion as preached by the theologians condemned it altogether, me
masses of its professors at least did not paft with this inheritance, that formed
a srrong connecting link with their past, although in the course of many
centuries it very often shrank into a heap of now meaningless tradidons and
observances.
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Howeyer hostile the official relations were between the various
religious systems that shared between themselyes the masses of the
worshippers in the land, the worship of the saints formed a bond of union
between the otherwise hostile groups. partly because this worchip was lblt to
nave once been the common property of au, but arso because those who
acquired the reputation of a saint gained it through a mode of life_real or
imaginary-that conformed with the moral ideals of each of the contending
creeds and made them therefor

inr,ercessors ar the throne or co. ;:::il r""ff ""::,:.::ffiXlThus it is not rare in Wesiern Asia or Northem Africa that the tomb of one
saint is visired by Christians, Jews and Moslems, just as in India both Hindus
and Moslems make pilgrimages to the same shrine. In India of course Islam
having remained in the minorit,
Hinduism, it does not stand ,n *" 

t utttntt the overwhelming majority of

Hinduism, which it mainbins ,n ,tutt 
reladon' that of the principar heir, to

creeds(r). As rsram and,,'.,"" ..;:;:::: ;:J: il,:":TI i; llr:
for centuries, the process, especially amongst the lower stata of society, was
more one of murual giving and taking. The number of saints, whose tombs
attiact borh Hindu and Muhammad:
punjab, and rhe sainr !o whom this H.T r"JJ: ;ff;1'l T:
indigenous Indian saint, but one of the few whose fame has spread far beyond
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Baba Ratan, the Saint of Bhatinda.

J. Horovitz, ph.D.

[Paper read-October 5th, 1911].

There is no history without lcgend and particularly there .is no history

of a sainr without his legends. In so far as the psychological conditions are the

same in men inhabiting the various pirts of the globe, the data of hagiology

are idcntical or similar in many respects, whatever their origin may be

geographically ; bui very ficqueutly tirc similariry is due also to a survival of
identical ancient traditions or borrowing from a neighbouring creed. Wherever

rationalism has not as yet desfoyed the creative power of primitive popular

imagination, legends of saints are still springing into existence daity and

growing ; but even where the creative power has been checked by destructive

tendencies, the retentive organs of popular belief have at least very often
successfully withsbod these influenccs altl bccn able ro protect lhe creation

of a former period from falling into oblivion or discredit. Willingly or
unwillingly the geat rerigious systems that inherited the rearm of their more
prim:dve predecessors have had to extend this protection to the legacy of
heroic and mythological lore in not a few cases, however much it may have
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!Ratan a saint. But it contains an unmismkable reference to an historicat event,
viz the conquest of the Fort of rabarhind by Muhammad Ibn sam, berter
known as Shihabuddin Ghori, an event described by contemporary authors
such as Minhajud-din in hi.s Tabaqat-i-Nasiri0) which rook place in 5g7 H.
Now Tabarhind ii the ancient name of Bhatinda({), and we shall see rarer on
that according to other accounts also Baba Ratan Iived at Tarbinda
(Tabarhind). If Cunningham,s short version is lacking in the miraculous,(5)
this cannot be said of a more detailed form of the popular version of the
legend stitl cunent at the sfuine of Bhatinda, which came to my knowledge in
l9.l l. Baba Ratan-so the story goes_belonged to the class of Chauhan Rajpurs.
His knowredge of astrology tord hrm ftat a prophet ca ed Muhammad would
be bom in Arabia, who would spread the religion of Islam. ln order to be
favoured with the sight of the prophet he practised rhe arr of resfaining the
breath, and after the proph€t had perlbnned rhe miracle of splitting the moon
in two, a miracre witnessed by Ratan,(6) he set out to Arabia in ordcr ro meer
him. In Mecca he embraced Islam and lived wirh the prophet for thifiy years,
so that he was numbered .arnong his ,, ashab ,. or companions. Laler on ne
rctumed to India by order of the prophet and shyed at the place where his
shrine is now and devoted himself further to the practice of restrainrng hjs
breath. When Shihabuddin Ghori proceeded rowards Bhatinda to fighr prithivi
Raj, he went to pay a visir to the Hajji. During this visit the King asked for
some water to drink ; the saint had only a jug of water with him, but by
putting his hand into it, was able to quench the rhirst of the King and alt his
followers, without the water in the jug diminishing.(t Whcn the King saw
nat he was endowed with the power of working miracles, hc asked lrrn ro
pray for the conquest of the fort of Bhatinda, whereupon the saint replied, tha
the forr would be conquered by rhe help of two Sayyids, who belonged to his

V}IL

the confines of India over almosr the whole tenitory of Islam.

Hajji Ratan's shrine is situared three miles from Bhatinda railway

station in the Govindgarh Ehsil of Patiala State ; it is a large building in the

Pathan style with a mosque and a gateway and surrounded by a wall on all .

sides. On the back wall of the shrine a few inscriptions iue visible, which

however are of no particular importance. The earliest of them is dated 1005 H.

and they all refer to repairs made in the shrine. The annual fair (,nrs) is held

from the 7th to the lOth Dhul-Hlja and is attended by both Hindus and

Muhammadans from Firozpur, Alwar, Rawalpindi and Bikaner. Amongst the

visitors there is also a large sprinkling of Sadhus. A number of documents are

preserved ar the shrinc, which throw some light on its later history and will be

dealt with further on. They do not teach us anything about Hajji Ratan

himself, for whose lcgend we have to rely on the accounts that are still current

with the people at Bhrrinda and other places ; but apart from these there is

also a literary tradition extant, that can be gathered from various Arabic,

Persian and even Turkish sources. We have a Muhammadan as well as a

Hindu version of his story, and bolh Lhese are Llso represcnled in the literary

tradition. The earliest version accessible to us of the legend as told locally is

the one recorded by General Cunningham in 1883(2). According to this

version Ratan's namc was originally Chauku, which he changed into the one

by which he is now known ar rhe time of his conversion to Islam. This

happened at ttre drne of Shihabuddin Chori's invasion, ar which he as the

nrinislcr ol'Raja Vena Pal connived, rendering the Moslems every asstst3nce

in thcir cnir'-r- into the fort and putting his master with his family to the sword.

f1{ ..rrrirwards peribrmed the pilgnmage to Mecca and was henceforth called

ilajji llaran. Ihc srory as told by Cunningham does not include any

nliraculous cictrenr, and there is little in it which would justify calling Hajji

Vl-cLL
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Bhatinda. Hajji Rattan, it asserts, was really a Hindu whose name was Ratan

Nath. He was a Sadhu of rhe Nath clan and the Darshana branch,(9) who had

the power of performing miracles. He had travelled to many places and had

even visited the Ka'ba where no Hindu is admitted. In Mecca Ratan Nath

manifested his miraculous powers and thus gained the respect and confidence

of the Muhammadans. He then came to Bhatinda and stayed at the place

where his tomb is now, for the rest of his life. When Mahmud of Ghazna came

to Bhatinda, he managed to provide drinking water for the whole of his army

from his tanDi. As he was a Nath he was buried after he had died and his

samadh was built. Both Hindus and Muhammadans had faith in his

superhuman powers, and the latter replaced lhe samedh by a *hanqah and

instead of calling him Nath called him Hajji because he had been to Mecca.

This Hindu version agrees with the Muhammadan in so far as it makes

the saint visit Mecca and also makes him perform the water_miracle, which

however took place in Mahmud's, not in Shihabuddin's dme. It maintains that

he remained a Hindu and knows nothing of his meeting the hophet.

All.these versions, both Hindu and Muhammadan, come from
Bhatinda, but Baba Ratan,s fame is not confined !o the place in which he is

buried. That he is oot a stanger in punjabi folklore outside Bhatinda we see

from the very remarkable part he plays in the legend of Guga, of which Sir

Richard Temple has published a very interesting version.(r0) The passage to

which I refer occurs towards the end of the story. Two cousins of Guga rry ro

kill him in rbe foresr, bur he is invulnerable and kills them both. He then

brings the two heads to his mother eueen Bachhal, and here my quotatron

from the published texr begins :

Guga :-" I'ook atit, recognize it, mother mine, and delay not ;

I stand before thee with joined hands, receive my greeting.,, She saw it

650 ?rll
army. The sign by which he would be able to recognize them would be that

the storm that would throw down all the other tents in the camp would not

hurt their tents, in which they would be found reading the Quran. When the

King had found the two Sayyids, they declared themselves ready to undertake

the task in which however, they foretold, they would lose their liYes. The fort

was conquered and the two Sayyids fell as martyrs : their tombs are to be

found to the north of Baba Ratan's shrine. Ratan himself died not much later at

the age of seven hundred years.(t)

This version of the legend then agrees with the one quoted bfore, that

Baba Ratan was instrumental in bringing about the fall of the fort. He is

however not the minister of the King, bu( a Muhammadan saint and therefore

a natural ally of the Muhammadan invader. The stain of treachery towards his

master is thus removed from him, and if we could be sure about the

chronological order of the two versions, we should be inclined to say that this

change was due to a higher moral conception of sanctity. The episode of the

two Sayyids looks very much like an etiological element, invented in orderio

explain thc origin of thc t'*o tombs, of whose real history nothing was

remembered,

A third version, also received from Bhatinda, looks in some respects

like an attempt to reconcile the two yersions quoted: according to it Baba

Ratan " came from Medina to Bhatinda in 668 Samvat which corresponds to

24 A.H. and became the prime rninister of Raja Vena Pal; later cin he turned a

Fanir anrl -,p-t r^ Ma.., ^n h trim.'c.', Here F.aja Vena Pal, who in the first

version is defeated by Shihabuddin Ghori, tums out to b€ a contemporary of

the Prophet, or at least is supposed to have lived not much later than the

Prophet.

Very different from this sounds the Hindu version, also sti[ current at

:
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As I moum for these nvins so mayest thou know sorrow ? ' My mother cursed

me, who shall put it aside ? "

Mother Earth:-" My son, go quickly ; I have shown thee. Go now, my

son, and worship in Ajmere. My son, go now and worship, make no delays.

He (the saint) is as full of honour as Khwaja Khizar : go to him. Say nothing

(false) with thy lips : trell him rhe whole tale. Thy hope will be fulfilled; repear

the creed and come."

Guga :-" O mother, thy true words have entered into my heart. I will

go now in a minute : the fee|rs of my heart have departed. I will make ready to

go at once. I will go on\vards to Ajmere and my hope will be fulfilled.,'

When hc saw Raran Haiji and Khwaja Khizar he srood before them

with joint brnds and said :

" Hear ye my words. Many days have I waited to see you. Teach me

the creed I Alas ! my mother's words have slain me.',

Ratan Hajji;-" My friend, who art tiou ? Why is thy mind upset?

What is rhy name ? Tell me the truth "

Son3 :- Tell me the truth, friend;

Why dost make such delay ?

What is thy name and caste ?

What misfortune hath encompassed thee ?

NOTES

(l)Two very excellent monotraphs have larely been published on Christian hagrotogy,
lhc one by P€rc Dclchxy., tts ItBcntl hqio{tuprjra?r, 2nd cdition, Brusscls, 1906), rhe orher by
Prolessor Cuenrer (Drc Christliche Legende des Abcndlandes, Heidetberg, l9l0) both of which
con(arn also frequcnt re,crcnces to legends ofother religions, but curiously enough no refercnce has
been made in !,ny of rhcm to Muhammadan hagiology, a subject which has received a tnasreny
lreatment at the hands of professor Goldziher in the sccond volume of his Muhanmedanische
Shklien (pp.275-378).
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and began to weep as soon as she recognized it.

VVLL

In her grief she fell on the ground, nor did any life remain in her bodv.

Nor did any life remain in her body.

Queen Bachhal :---" Ah, my son , what wickedness have you done ?

Why did you stretch your hands to slay a wreched sinner ?

Such a crime as you have committed my eyes cannot bear I

See me no more, nor let me see you again.'.

Gzga:-"O mother, I tell thee, know the huth in thy heart!

Thou spakest the word; it goes not back; we are the spon of the Guru.

We are the sport of the Guru, mother; thou hast spoken the word.

Know me for a Rajput wanior, it is law to me. Bhagwan is my witness

that I will never see thee again. May I live seven lives in hell if I disobey the

command of my father- and mother !

With joined hands I pray thee, O mother Earth ! Take me into thvself.

or eise I will kill myself now! Or else I will take my own life now. I have no

friend in the world. I beseech ttree, for death hath encompassed me. Delay not,

but rake me to-day. I have thrice vowed that I will see my mother no.more. If
thou will take the curse on thee, I will go whither thou sendest me. Tell it me

and I will fetch and bring it thee."

Mother Eanh::'Ay, my son, I tell thee how is it that thou dosl nor

know ? Ivlusalmans are buried below, Hindus go to the pyre; my son, I tell
thee. Go to Ratan Hajji and leam the Musalman's creed. When thou hast done

this I will rake rhee ro myself. Siriyal, Raja Sanja,s child (the mother of rhe

two killed) will curse me.,,

Guga : : My mother spoke mosr wicked words to me! How can I tell
them thee ? Hear, mother Eafth! Hear, mother Eanh, why dost thou always put
me off! She said : The curse of Guru Gorak Nath be upon thee if thou return!

r
t
I
I
I
I

:

I

J

!
1
t

i

!

t



I6s5 VVIL

,',.t i v L ;f"r t fi V !12 u{ L - Z L t, L,r jE- I z t. j tr t!,J 
=, 

v t s

q-,,/jtr.-- -t..' /j r,,lf ,)ili-,.'.,,L c,.,,,t-t 3ro!a[lli 4 4 fi
-'i

- :.. j,,: t: t 4 J,t F ! J. J,.,r.( vL, t i t,'t/,! vt ett. t t L J, t )' ri 1,

Ly (q)t j,'t g{t, t r)v o,? 6'z /=.v tlt; -t-v,ftJf'( LtJE,t<-.-(g t7t
I/ | L -- li"t { i ( -e ;7 tJ7,' -[t <-.,1v',{ a 6t j9' ;(rya o, e! Li
,.. t t T L sr- ) t J t t 2- (,l t v L,,tt't )/ tJ,z /= i ut t 4 " ("- 1 L J- v- e,, t ?-' 

j I
t- L.,G 6-,,tti.,f,/ t!- f r -6' Ov=tctVld 

.l 
tr7Lr,l,t+<.- Jy; -L q-, 67v

z-,r1f i-ta lyL77 -E{ - z,) p'1. ;- fi , :rq,- - 7 i{ - z 7, r, jl L.F

-zJ?"t
L' d' rilz L,rlr,, -G r i ut6) g6J t A ela.t - s- L i 4a 6/tJ.it"

-!t:. L,7- 2 7 L st,t7 - t iV {.-f J, z-, j I s', ; {-,,,! i,i z_,r,{:.,y.- Lr t
$,:,t - -.( g ) t : :..,,r L,l o t tj J c :t, 6. 9r - L L i z. t 67 V le J =-,, i,, i

,,-dv

{*.- 6. = 
i - <- o. ; 7 ;,,,{ {. /; / z 4 .-, n L g t - u(, -- } /., 1, y 4

- 42-,r J:-t' ('t/r/t *i?9 i,f:.! \ 4 7-- gi st J q,,t.c-v i r t

Muhammad Ilaheem Ilawa Muhaiyaddecn was a revered Sufi saint

lrom the island of Sri Lanka who firr more than filty years selflessly shared his

knowledgc and cxperielce with people of evcry racc and rcligion antl front ull

parts of the world. I-Ie first camc to the United States in l97l and established

the llawa Muhaiyaddeen Fcllorvship of North America in philadelphia. Sincc
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i2) t\rchucolDgiculSrL-{ o/rrrlld, vot. xxii, p 5 seq.

(3) Ild CalcLr a, p. ItSisccRlvcflysnorcsinhisrransli]lron,pp.{57scq and 460se!.
(J) Sec Rr\eny L. c.

.. (5) Sce.rlso the vcrsior 8rlun in thc Plrala Srarc Gaze(eer.

i6l Srnrilrrly rhe King oi Mal bar cnrhrirccd Islam $hen hc hcard oi rhis mirrclc. See

Amold Prcrching of Islam. p. 217 : nnd .rlso thc Raja of Kanauj s conversi(x. rhir tbrrns ihc suojecr

of a Mathnawi. iormerly rnuch recilcLl, was brouShr aboul th.ough the s:unc mjracle. This RaJr musr

bc idcntlc,ll wirh Sa.bat*, rhc King of K,lIrauj, who acccpted the prophcl s rnvitalion ro enbrace

Islirn lhn Il.,tJr. /rri.r ir. I J5r.

17) 'Ihis type ol miracle. so contntor in Jcwish rnd Chrislian lcgcnd, is also wc|
reprl'scnrcd iIr Islan c hagiolog)i thc carhcs( biogriphies ol (he prophc( r(rrt:lrn Inslances ofir. Scc

c g lbn llrrham cd. Wueslenltld, pp.67t-2.

(8) I lun indcbr.d ior th:s vcrsjon ro (jhutam eaCrr, pholographcr in rhc Archacolotic.rl
l)tpartmclrt. $4x) vlsilcC Bhrrinda rn ScptcnlbCr Itl l. Anothcf aecouIt ol.thu iUuh.ronnada|
version ,,vrs vcry krndly sufplted thri)llgh the Kl]an Zuliiq.x Ali Khjrn ot.Mllcr KrnlLl. It agrecs wl r

lhe rrnc qrotcd abovc in aU the csscnti.rl parrs, althouglt it adds some derJrls. Thus e.g. we arc lotd.
that HaJJr l(.rtrn allcr h.r!ing embraced Islarn at Mecca. bccame mrnisrcr of rhe King of lslambul ( =
Stitmbuli. buL iJlcr on lcli lris posr rlld fcturncd to llh ind .

(r))Secllrberson.Cs,rlrrR.pon,t8ll:],p.286,\4act^Ean,Censtl,R?port.l89l,p. 
5.

( I 0) V,)1. I, p. 201 seq. On Gug! scc rtso MaclaSan, Censf R?iort, t. 104:
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THE PURPOSE OF THE FELLOWSHIP

When asked What is this Fellowship, Bawa Muhaiyaddeen answered:

"God has given His kingdom to ailHis crearions. so that each can live
in freedom. AII the animals in thejungle, all the creations in the ocean, and all
the birds in the sky live in freedom. The sun, the moon, and the stars tive in
freedom where they are positioned. Man alone lives having lost his freedom
because of his selfishness, his desires, his greed; his arrogance, and his pride;

because of his rickery anC [eachery; and because of the scparation of ,you,

and'I'.

To man who has lost his freedom the Fellowship says, ,,All other lives
Iive in freedom. O man, why not you? Why do you seize the freedom of other
lives? God has given you a kingdom of freedom. Realize this, O man. Give up
your selfishness. Give up yourjealou.sy. Give up your ignorance. Imbibe
wisdom and live like a true human being so that all mankind can live as one

life. Then this place in which we live can be changed into h€aven, into the
kingdom of God. Mankind should resolve to live in this sate.,,

The Fellowship says,

"Act with rhe qualities of God, and live in the state of God,s
peacefulness. Show the compassion of God to all lives, so that all liyes can

live in freedom and unity. We must all live in the state of love, compassion,
freedom and equality, regarding all lives as one life.,,

"O man, you have been born beautiful. God has given you a beautiful
heart. God has given you a connection to Him. your life is within Him, and
He lives wirhin you as your life. your secret is within God and God,s serer rs

wiihin you, O man.,,

"To all lives you should be a representative. a king, and a friend. God
has given you abilities by which you can protect others. O man, havine
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then branches have spread rhroughout rhe United Shtes and Canada, as well
as in Sri Lanka. Australia and the U.K.

Further Information:

a

o

o

o
a

a

a

o

a

What is the Puroose of the Fellowshio?

Historv

The Founder

Come for a Visit

Branches Around the World

Schcdule of Acriviries

Fellowship Calendar of Events

Online Membership Form

Fellowship Website E_mail Newsletrer

O Fellowship Guestbook

The Fellowship serves as a ,,pond,, 
where individuals can gather to

conkmptate the truth and unity of Cod. Outwardly, this is done by studying
tl'!e telchinss anrJ er,arrrple of M. R. tsawa Muhaiyaddeen through the
countless hours of audio and video cassettes of his discourses, many of which
have also been compiled into  Inwardly, this is done by slowly
cleansing oneself through prayer and by bringing rhese teachings into one,s
daily actions.

For more information about lh€se and other activities email, lrite or call;
The Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship

5820 Overbrook Avenue phitadeiphia, pA l9l3l _1221, USA
Phone: 215_g79-6300 (24 hour answenng machine)
Fax 2t5-879,63O7
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M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen is no tonger physically with us. He passed
away December g, 19g6. However, the real essence of M. R. Bawa
Muhaiyaddeen is alive and very welr. To find a teacher who is a rue and
absolutely pure guide is to find rhe rarest of the rare, one who is completely
surrendered to Cod,s qualities, one in whom there is no gap between what he
is and what he says, one who is the auth about which he speaks. To find such
a one is to find a pure minor through whom we can see and be transformed
rnto our true serves. such a perfect Guide lives in his connection to God
throughout all time, This connecrion is never born and can never die, This
connection is the Sheikh and the teachings of Gods Truth.

The living presence of M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen is very.much here
and at his resring prace at the Fe owship cemetery which is about an nour
outside the city. In philadelphia there are thousands of video and audio tapes
which can be helpful to one's growth. And also there is the loving support of the
Fellowship fanily. The people who are here now had years of close personal
access to M. R. Bawa M uha iyaddeen_- forma lly during the discourses which
were open to the public, and informally during the numerous spontaneous song
or question and aoswer sessions, during cooking, farming, construction, or just
relaxed charring of rhe ',children,, with the Father of their Wisdorn

> VISITORS ARE WELCOME
All who seek the Truth are welcome to come and drink from thrs pond

of wisdom. There is no.charge. Truth by its very na0re can only be free.
students of M. R. Bawa Murraiyaddeen are honored to serve all who come.

The Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship is a ,,Reservoir 
of Wisdom,, for

all who are seeking God's Truth. It is a place where individuals may gather to
study the Trurh of God _ outwardly through the teachings and example that
His Holiness has given us and inwardly rhrough listening wirh greater ctarity
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received this power, you have left your beauty and your true state, and you

have taken on the faces of animals and demons. You have lost the qualities of

God and the qualities of man. You have completely uprooted the truth of God

and the truth of man. You have lost your true abilities."

"O man, try to understand this. Try to change into a true human being

and live as a true human being. Try to perform duty toward all lives. kt your

inner qualities match your outer behavior. Show the way to live in equality,

peace, and tranquillity in the kingdom of God. That is a life of freedom. Know

this, O man."

This Fellowship shows the way to realize and avoid the faults of man.

This Fellowship explains what a life of human freedom truly is. Here, the

qualities of God are taught and illustrated. That is the work of rhe FellowshiD.

HISTORY

Little is known of the personal history of M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen

prior to his emergencc from the jungles of Sri Lanka over fifty years ago ar

which time he was asked to teach. He rarely spoke of himself in any way,

never deviating from his focus on the one God.

Since Truth has no limits or boundaries or compar[ments, it can never

be confined to or owned by any religion. Thus, although totally unlettered, to a

Hindu he would talk about God in detailed terms of Hinduism; to a Jew or

Catholic he would talk about Cod in detailed terms ofJudaism or Catholicism,

to a Muslim in terms of Islam. But to an atheist who was a car mechanic, he

might talk about God in terms of cars - in whatever terms the individual could

 grasp the explanarion. His actions were a living example of the Truth

about which he spoke. He was the example of that Truth, in whatever form

might be needed for the moment. He sometimes described himself as an ,.ant

man," or as a being tinier than the tinlesr anr.

t
J
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Saturday - Evening

General Meeting

M. R. Bswa Muhaiyaddeen (Ral.)

Muhammad Raheem Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, a Sufi mystic, can  be

remembered for his efforts to bring unity through understanding to the faithful
of all religions.

Little is known of his early personal history. Records of his lifb began

in the early 1900's when religious pilgrims traveling through the jungles of Sri
Lanka first caught glimpse of a holy man. They were overwhelmed by the

depth of divine knowledge that he imparred. Sometim€ larer a pilgrim invited
him to a nearby virrage, and witir rhat began his public rife as a teacher of
wisdom.

Throughcut Sri Lanka, people from all religious and ethnic traditions
would listen to his public discourses. Many consulted him on how to conduct
life's affairs, including public figures, politicians, the poor, and the leamed.

In l97l Bawa Muhaiyaddeen accepted an invitation to visit the United
States. H€re, once again, people from all religious, social and ethnic
backgrounds would ioin to hear him speak. Across the United States, Canada

and England, he won recognition from religious scholars, journalists,
educators and world leaders. The United Nation,s Assistant Secretary General,

Robert Muller, asked for Bawa Muhaiyaddeen,s guidance on behalf of all
mankind. Time Maguine turned to him for clarification during the hostage

crisis in 1980. Thousands more were touched by his wise words when
interviewed in Psychology Today, the Harvard Divinity Bulletin, the
Philadelphia Inquirer, and the pittsburgh  Wherever he went, he
tirelessly answered the many personal and mystical questions that people
brought to him undl his death on December 8th, 19g6.
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and determination, to that Truth within one's self which exists as the

conscience of man.

Vegemrian meals are served here, and you are welcome to share this

food during any visit. The Fellowship is run purely on a donation basis.

ABOUT THE FELLOWSHIP > SCHEDULE

Public meetings are held at the central meeting house in Philadelphia

throughout the week and weekends. The Sunday moming meeting starts at

10:00 a.m. Other meetings are scheduled. around the five times prayer. Please

call to obtain exact starting times. All meetings are free of charge. Morning

Dhik is held every day in the Mosque starting at 4:30 a.m.

General Weekly Schedule

O Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

General Meeting

O Monday - Evening

Dhik

O Tuesday - Evening

Readings from Unpublished Ivlarerial

tl Wednesday - Evening

Video Tape

O Thursday - Evening

General Meedng

O Friday - l;30 p.m.

Jum'ah in the Mosque

O Friday - Evening

Dhikr

O Saturday - l0:0O a.m.

Children's Meeting
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New Zealand and the U.K. please call ( I _ g 8 g - 7 g 6 _ I 7 g 6 ) or e_mail
info@bmf.ors for specific addresses and meeting schedule information.

Weekly Fellowship and Sufi Study Circle meetings are held in:

O Boston, MA

O Des Moines, IA

a Detroit, MI

O Toronto, Canada

O New york City, Ny
O Stamford, CT

O Unionville, PA

O Washington, DC

Monthly meetings are held in:

O Berkeley, CA

a Sacramento; CA

O Madison, WI

O London, England

O ('otombo. Sri tanka

Other meetings and events are conducted periodicalty in vanous
locations.

. Editor'slntroduction
Muhammad Raheem Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, may Allah be pleased with

him, was an islamic Sufi from Sri L:nka who dedicated much of his lifetime
to insbucting people on the true meaning of Islam and the path of Sufism.

Though he himself was unlettered, the depth of his understanding of the

Qur'an and the traditional stories of Islam has been recognized by Mustim
scholan throughout the world.
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For fifteen years, M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen authorcd over twenty

!gg$ and the Fellowship he founded recorded thousands of hours of audio

and ydgg discourses. The Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship now serves as a

thriving community dedicated to studying and 5!!gqqi4g1i1g..1!9_yg9qgg4gry

of his teachings. You are warmly invited to attend meetings at the cen8al

branch in Philadelphia on Sundays at l0 a. m. , or call 215-879-6300 for

details on branch meetings nearest you.

The name Muhaiyaddeen literally means 'the giver of life to the true

beliei'And indeed Bawa Muhaiyaddeen did spend his life awakening and

strengthening faith in God within people's hearts. Though he was an

unlettered man, he was able to guide and inspire people from all walks of life.

Many scholars and leaders from the Islamic, Judaic, Christian, Hindu and

communities consider€d him to be a true saint.

FELLOWSHIP BRANCHFS

Established by the Sufi Saint Muhammad Raheem Bawa

Muhaiyaddeen in 1971, the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship Center is located

at 5820 Overbrook Avenue in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Mosque which

was built in 1984 is also located on the property.

O Public meetings, study sessions, classes, five-times prayer

(salat) and Remembrance of Cod (dhikr) are conducled on a regular schedule

here throughout each week,

O The resting place of M. R. Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, may God be

pleased with him, is located in the countryside near Philadelphia. It is
enclosed in a Mazar or shrine which receives thousands of pilgrims from all

over the world each year.

Branches of the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship are located

throughout the United States and Canada, as well as in Sri l,anka, Australia,
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Among rhe great religions of the world, Islam is no doubt lhe one that

is least known and least appreciated by the non-Muslim world. The recent

resurgence of military and milimnt groups inside Islam has caused a tenewal

of feelings and sentiments that have been harbored for centuries and a new

spirit of crusade against the only major religion that appeared in history after

Christianity. This has caused many Western laymen and inlellectuals to ask'

'What do 'the Islams' have in mind now?" (A honible form used by many

instead of the cone ct term, Muslims. )

Real Islam is a deep and unquestioning trust in God, the realization of

the truth that "There is no deity save God" and of the threefold aspect of

religious life: that of islam, complete surrender to God: iman, unquestioning

faith in Him and His wisdom: and ihsan, to do right and to act beautifully,

because one knows that Cod is always watching man's actions and thoughts.

For fourteen hundred years the Muslims have practiced these virtues, and the

great mystics of Islam have taught them to millions of faithful who have

survived the most difficult times, the greatest hardships because of their

unshakable faith in the loving kindness of God, the creator, sustainer and

judge of everything created.

Sufism. the mystical cunent inside Islam, developed logically out of

the serious study of the Qur'an, according to Muslim belief the uncreated word

of Cod, and of the constant direction of all faculties loward God. The Sufi

masters taught their disciples that their duty is the fulfillment of God's will'

not out of a feeling of duty but rather out of love - for could there be anything

greater than the unconditional love which man offers h'is lord? And in order

to be able to love God and, through Him, His creatures, the heart has to be

purified by constant remembrance of God and by constant struggle against

VVIL

Ir is apPropriate that Islam and World Peace: Explanations of a Sulf

should be his first  published posthumously, for during the last decade of

his life, Bawa Muhaiyaddeen repeatedly expressed concern about the

unfavorable image of Islam in the world today He proclaimed an Islam of

mercy and compassion, an Islam of peace and unity'

Opening with a plea that we must do more than just talk about peace'

the  follows with a letter to world leaders, boldly calling uPon them to

unite. From there, the reader is guided to a view of the Present day Political

crisis, then on to a Sufi applicadon of the traditions of Islam, and finally to an

esoteric understanding of the path of the innermost heart' Out of every page

there emerges the wisdom of a contemporary mystic, blending the ancient oral

tradition of Sufism with modem-day tssues.

These talks, originally spoken in a mixture of Tamil and Arabic, were

simuluneously translated into English, and later edited into a written formlt'

For the benefit of the Westem reader, tbe customary honorific phrases

have not been used following the names of Prophets and angels For example,

the phrase Satla Allah'alayhi wa-sallam, God bless him and gant him Peace'

is traditionally spoken after mentioning the name of Prophet Muhammad

Since the rev€rence inherent in this phrase is evident within every page of the

, we hope rhat this omission will not offend anyone' For the reader

famiiiar wirh Arabic, the translated Islamic terms have been foomoted And

hnally, since there is no single accepted system for transliterating Arabic into

English, we have seiected the one recommended by thc Library of Congress'

which can be found in the glossarY.

This book is a unique plea for peace and unity' and if God so wills'

perhaps those who read it will find some guidance in the timeless wisdom of

Bawa Muhaiyaddeen.
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one s tower qualities, the so_called nafs, which are, according to the  of
the Prophet of Islam, ',the greaiest enemy of man.,, This struggle against one,s
lowly and base qualities is indeed the ,,greater Holy War,,, for outward
enemies can disappear and are not as dangerous as the inner, satanic forces,
which try b incite man into evil, disobedience, and forgetfulness. It is this
"Holy War. which in the following pages forms the center of the teaching of
one of the maslers of Sufism in our day, Bawa Muhaiyaddeen, who hails from
Sri Lanka and stands in the age_old tradition of wisdom and love.

The reader will leam fiom these pages, which arc written, or rather
recited, in a simple, almost childlike style, that the inner dimensions of Islam
are very different from those which he usually associates with this religion;
thaf there is a wearth of rove, of patience, of fus! in God, and, Iast but not
least, of gratitude; for the qualities of patience in affliction and gratitude
belong together. The true lover of God knows that even in affliction it is the
hand of the Divine Beloved that he feels, and he fusts that whatever befalls
him is for his best, for God knows what is good for the soul,s growth and for
the spirit's purifi cation.

I hope that many people read the warm, loving words of Bawa
Muhaiyaddeen and understand that indeed the words islam and
salam-peace-belong to the same root and that a true undershnding of the inner
dimensions of Isram wil help them to find peace for themselves, insha,A[ah.
God willing.

Annemarie Schimmel

hofessor of Indo-Muslim Culture

Harvard Uniyersity

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Many people go to Me

be dirrerent. For him oe aa7 isc,,jl,", . jji, ;lj il ;:;j:"";:
world will have died within hir
desires (nals/ are deua, una lir,n 

He is not dead' The world is dead' his base

he has commifted d," or."o,J::il;;il:ff,:illmake a, the sins

Even ir r am not here, the ,::::::^::?::"' ::::::!:::
raugbt could come from the mouths or the hearts of the children. If those
words are uftered with the ,1,, 

they will be of no benefit. But if the listeners
listen tt) them wirhout the,I,, tl
wherever those words 

"o.n", 
,nt"n 

those words will be of great use' From

meaning. 
e ones who strive should extract the inner

God, His prophets, and His Children
My younger brother, you must love all lives as your own. you must

show compassion, pity, charity, kindness, and amiability towanl all lives. lfyou shine with these quarities, your rnner heaft and your body wir become
resplendent like gold and the whol

tiiend of the recruse who rives *,," 

*ot'o t"t be yours' You wilr become the

be yours. y o u rv i | | gr i t ter 
" ""., 

,ln::} il"#"::#::'.:: 
":T 

;,|
become the brother of all lives o
redeem yourserf, gem of my eyes. 

n earft Realize this' my son' clarify and

There is so much to rearn, , 
The Pearl of wisdom (Guru Mani)

reaming is inadequab. rhe crarity, ;lil::ff*"::: 
"_::: ":,.jbe found in books, it is not something we can read about. To understanq we
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must go beyond words into our hearts where He has revealed everything' We

must live within Him and discover ihe tongue thar reveals Him lf we are

proud and think, "I know so much already I am indeed leamed'" nothing will

be revealed. We can only attain wisdocm if we reach out for God and hold on

and hold on saying, "l surrender, I surrender, I sunender''
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Balva Muhaiyaddeen




